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*. be put off until January, if Congress

S e e 4 T RS Sy e TS 6

- Post Office and- Civil Service Coni-

defer the bookkeeping change Con-
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E and.return-to the 2 ,080- heur-formw
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Con or cs.s Muy Postpone 4 lute-Collar Pay Cut

The upcommg October pay cut
for white-collar federal workers may:

can_get its act together thhm the
next twq weeks.’
“Just about” everybody who is any-

- body, in Congress and the adminis-’

tration, thinks that it is dirty pool to

- give the- feds a pay cutin ‘October, o

when they normally get pay’ raises.

-They would like to delay the cut

until - employés’ get’ ralses that wﬂl
more. than offset - the cuts:”™ #* -
"White-collar “workers are “sched-
uled to- get raises of either 3.5 per-
cetit of "4 percent in January. This -

. should add about $40 to the biweek-
ly paycheck of the typical employe.

“Earlier -this week Reép. Bill Ford
(D-Mich.),. chairman .of the House ¢

mittee, introduced a bill that would:

gress approved last year - “lintil "Jan- }
uary, when feds are due’a’ regu!ar

' pay raise. The biil is HR. 3871.

]
~Ford- was. joined by - Rep. Genei

o Taylor ‘of ‘Missouri, the Comniittee’s:
- ~rankmg-Republlcan ~Most. other

committee members .are cosponsor-

 ing:the bill.-

- On-the Senate snde, Ted Stevens‘

. '-of Alaska says' that ‘he will ‘put the’

pay, deferral language into the bud-

" get reconciliation package, unless'the

House- bill can: be approved sooner.
The - Whlte “House- .also_ has _urged

: Congress to defer the pay cut untll,‘
- January. .

*The pendmg cut is the result' of a"
joney-saving. proposal that .Con- ,

T res‘% okayed Jas)t year. Designed -to -
" -rlin;for’two yeafs and save $240 mil-

b

Tin, the- short-clgangmg would be.ac- .
comphshed' by-.ca ,
pay rates -on*the’ basis” of a 2087«-‘_

"hour ¥ work ~'year “instead” of 'the
. present 2,080-hour formula, "

That seemmgly innocent change“

" would’ cost “the * average. employe
_— about $3.20 per paycheck, and much..
" more than that for top pald emp10y~

e\slf the pay cut delay i is passed in
- time,;" the “government would begin

the new payroll system ‘in ;January |

la in January 1986. .
_If Conigress fails to act in tlme the

cuts will go into effect Oct. 1 and re-
-main in force until October 1985. \

Whenever lt starts federal offi- -

cials say that the bookkeepmg

. change will not have any impact on. |
‘the way employes earn sick leave.or

annual leave, nor will it affect their

. service computatron tnme for retlre-v .

ment purposes o
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